
1 

 

  

 
    

Volume XL, Number 12                       mcigs@mcigs                                           December 2021 

  

  

November Meeting Recap 

From Nancy Gaynor 

On November 11th, our speaker was Caron 

Primas Brennan on “Using Fold3.com”. Fold3 

started as the genealogy database Footnote in 

2007. Acquired by Ancestry in late 2010, its 

focus shifted to military records, along with the 

name change to Fold3. (Fold3 refers to the third 

fold in some flag-folding ceremonies that honors 

and remembers veterans for their sacrifice in 

defending their country and promoting peace in 

the world.)  

Fold3 IS a subscription database. However, many 

libraries have subscriptions which are typically 

available from home to library card holders. 

Ancestry/Fold3 also offers FREE access 

throughout the year to specific datasets, usually 

during military remembrance celebrations.  

Fold3 offers a variety of access points to records. 

It is possible to BROWSE records by war, 

ranging from the French Revolution to World 

War II to the Boxer Rebellion to the Afghanistan 

War, and more. Fold3 does include non-military 

records including U.S. Census and City 

Directories and Naturalization records. Their 

collection of Chicago city directories ranges from 

1839-1923.  

   

  

  

The SEARCH function allows you to search on 
personal names, places, publication name and 

more. Start simple and as you see your results, 

add in more specific search terms to narrow your 

results. Once you locate items, you can annotate, 

print, and save images and documents.  

Fold3 also offers users the opportunity to create 

memorials that honors our military. You can add 

documents to a memorial for an existing service 

member’s memorial or create a new memorial for 

any item found on Fold3. The walls include U.S. 

in general, U.S. Vietnam and the USS Arizona 

Memorial.  

Ms Primas Brennan’s program and handout 

offered much more in introduction to this 

wonderful database. She offered a number of 

links to helpful videos and blog posts on 

becoming versed in using Fold3.  

  

  ELECTION OF OFFICERS  

Our annual election took place, Thursday, 

November 11, 2021 at our regular meeting 

and the following slate was approved:  

  

1st VP- Programs: Jan Polep  

Recording Secretary: open   

Treasurer: Tami Allred  

Director: Ann Wells  
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I joined MCIGS in 2010 shortly after I retired. I 

was almost immediately asked to join the board 

of directors in charge of the MCIGS library 

collection housed in the Crystal Lake Public 

Library and the McHenry Public Library.  I 

decided to take on this challenge and here’s what 

I experienced over the next 11 or so years. 

 

Being library chairman allowed me to learn about 

the $45,000 worth of books our society owns.  I 

found books that helped me in my research and 

gave me tools to help others as well.  MCIGS has 

a yearly library budget which allows the chairman 

to purchase additional books for our collection.  I 

was the one who could peruse new book listings 

and choose which books would benefit our 

members. Our books cover world-wide genealogy 

so choosing what to buy was a fun endeavor.  I 

worked with the genealogy librarians at each 

library to assure our purchases didn’t duplicate 

their upcoming purchases. 

 

After handing over the library chairmanship, I 

took on the role of secretary.  My only 

responsibility in that job was taking the minutes 

at board meetings and circulating those minutes 

to board members.  I usually sent out the minutes 

shortly after each board meeting so other board 

members could suggest corrections or additions. 

That meant that at the next board meeting my 

minutes were always approved without 

discussion.   

 

I chose to take on other responsibilities within the 

society.  I wanted to be a member of the 

conference committee because I felt that was an 

excellent opportunity to add my opinions for 

speakers and topics.  I decided I wanted to be 

responsible for conference registrations because I 

like to keep track of things and I like the  

 

 

interaction with people.  I really enjoyed meeting 

people at the conferences after having 

corresponded with them beforehand.  Also, 

because the conference committee hosts a 

speakers’ dinner the evening before each in-

person conference, I was able to personally meet 

each speaker and we have had some high-

powered speakers over the years.  What fun that 

was to just chat with these people who have so 

much genealogy knowledge and experience. 

 

One real benefit to me from being a board 

member is that I feel like I made a difference.  In 

big and small ways, I helped others improve their 

genealogy skills, even if it was in a behind-the-

scenes manner. That makes it all worthwhile. 

 

However, the best thing about being an MCIGS 

board member is getting to know and befriending 

so many like-minded people.  I have made so 

many friends I never would have met without 

being involved in this society.  I have learned 

from many and helped others.  I am not leaving 

MCIGS, but I am leaving the MCIGS board of 

directors, not out of the need to move on, but 

because I believe every board should have some 

turnover.  My vacancy leaves a space for 

someone else.  Are you that someone who wants 

to make a difference?  Do you want a little or a 

lot of involvement?  There is a place for you on 

the MCIGS board if you want it.   
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Being A Board Member 
From Claudia Conroy 


