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“The Amazing Genealogical Information 
Available on Social Media “

Bob Allen will be our presenter on Thursday, 13 
August via Zoom. Bob has been conducting 
genealogy research for over 30 years and has been 
able to identify a number of ancestral lines going 
back to the U.S. Colonies, the Middle Ages and the 
Roman Empire.   He is a Past Treasurer of 
CAGGNI and has given many presentations on 
various genealogy subjects. He holds a B.A. in 
Political Science, a Master of Business 
Administration from the University of Kansas and a
Doctor of Jurisprudence from the University of 
Texas in Austin. 

We begin by seeking names, dates, locations and 
how our ancestors and relatives are related to one 
another. Then we begin to search for information 
regarding how they lived their lives. “Social Media”
is a wonderful place to find this data. We will visit 
some of these internet sights and learn how to move
around them to uncover “Gold Mines”. It’s amazing
how much information is out there. Some of the 
most popular social media websites, with over 100 
million registered users, include Facebook (and the 
associated Facebook Messenger), YouTube, 
WeChat, Instagram, QQ, QZone, Weibo, Twitter, 
Tumblr, Telegram, Baidu Tieba, Linkedin, 
WhatsApp, Line, Snapchat, Pinterest, Viber and 
VK, reddit, bbm and more. 
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August Virtual Meeting
Jan Polep, V P Programs  Register to join us on 13 August          

2020  for our monthly meeting via         
Zoom.

 https://tinyurl.com/mcigsaugust2020

  Meeting begins at 7 p.m. CDT. (5        
p.m. PDT; 8 p.m. EDT)

  Or go to our website – mcigs.org to     
register. . 

LOOKING FOR A
WEBMASTER

We are looking for a webmaster who 
would be responsible for maintaining the 
website,  making sure all pages of website 
are functioning properly, including 
updating links as needed and make site and
pages available to all users. The webmaster
would also be responsible for generating 
and revising content for website. Very 
often updates are time sensitive. Our 
website was created with Weebly.

The ideal candidate is someone with a 
background in being a webmaster, assistant
or with appropriate education. This would 
be a paid freelance position. 

If you are interested, please send an email 
to mcigs@mcigs.org with your name, 
contact information, background and 
education. Please indicate any work in the 
field of website design, management, etc. 

We look forward to hearing from you.

mailto:mcigs@mcigs.org
http://www.mcigs.org/


Nathan Dylan Goodwin is a genealogical crime 
mystery writer who lives in England.  Most of 
Goodwin’s books are set in England where the main
character Morton Farrier, researches area crimes as 
well as his own family history.  Goodwin has 
written 12 books and short stories, eleven of which 
are available at the Crystal Lake Public Library.  
Goodwin’s latest short story is available for FREE 
through his website nathandylangoodwin.com.  
Morton Farrier in Lockdown is an unusual type of 
story in which you, the reader, control where the 
story leads. There are blue-hyperlinked options 
throughout giving you a choice in the plot. 
Goodwin suggests the use of a desktop or laptop 
computer rather than a mobile phone or tablet for 
the best viewing. 

  
If you decide you enjoy genealogical fiction, 
Goodwin is only one of many writers who focus on 
stories based on genealogy.  Lisa Louise Cook has a
section on her website which you may enjoy  
https://lisalouisecooke.com/genealogy-book-club/.  

Goodreads has a website with a listing of interesting
books as well. 
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/genealogy-
fiction.
Another source is Family History Directory https://
www.familyhistorydirectory.com/the-best-
genealogy-fiction-books/.  There are also Facebook 
groups which offer book suggestions.  The 
International Genealogy Book Club is one such 
group.  It is small with only 220 members but you 
may find some good suggestions there as well.  

If you find an interesting genealogy fiction book 
you think others might enjoy, please feel free to 
write up a few sentences about the book and send 
them to us to share in the newsletter. You can email 
us at mcigs@mcigs.org.  We’d love to hear about 
some fun genealogical reads. 

Cowden, Aiken, Aitken: Looking for any 
information on Blivens Mills McHenry Co. During 
the Civil War, my 2nd great grandmother 
Helen/Ellen Aiken/Aitken Cowden with two 
children moved here presumably to stay with an 
uncle. Her husband had his military payments sent 
to her in Blivens Mills. She was born in Scotland 
and with her husband James C. Cowden. They were
married in Tillicoultry, Scotland in November 1851 
and they came to the US after their marriage and at 
first settled in Mass. Her first son was given the 
middle name Turner and was wondering if that is a 
family name.  One of her sons was born in Antioch, 
Lake County, Illinois. I can’t imagine traveling that 
far west at the time and wish I had more details! 
thank you for you any leads -  I would also be 
interested in any history of Scottish immigrants in 
McHenry County. 

Lisa Hill O'Shea, Midlothian VA laoshea@aol.com

If you have a query, please send to MCIGS at 
mcigs@mcigs.org and we will include in the 
newsletter. 
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Genealogical Fiction
From Claudia Conroy

Queries
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