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Thursday, November 9th, 7pm – 8:30pm
The Pointe Outreach Center
Crystal Lake, IL
In 2015, Genealogy Roadshow revealed to
In 1995, Gail Lukasik entered the Illinois
1.5 million people that Gail’s mother
Family History library with the firm belief
passed for white. On the 1940 Louisiana
that she was a white woman. She had no
census, Alvera Frederic was listed as
reason to think otherwise. Until that day
Negro, working in a teashop, a typical job
when she was scrolling through the 1900
for a woman of color.
census records looking for her mother’s
father, Azemar Frederic of New Orleans
Four years after that
when she made a
census was taken, Gail’s
startling discovery.
mother moved to Ohio
Azemar Frederic and
and married her white
his entire family
father – and Gail’s
were classified as
mother began her life as
black. In that split
a white woman. Gail’s
second, everything
father’s family didn’t
that she knew about
know of his wife’s true
herself had changed.
racial identity. She was
Not surprisingly, a
never classified as
myriad of questions
Gail's grandfather's family that she never knew
Neg/Negro on a census
went through Gail’s
record ever again.
mind. Why hadn’t her mother told her?
After confronting her mother with the
MCIGS last heard from Gail in September,
news, her mother swore her to secrecy.
2015. Since that time, Gail has met more
She kept that secret until three months after
of her family and has written her recently
her mother’s death when she was provided
published book White Like Her: My
an opportunity to uncover the mystery.
Family’s
Story of Race and Racial Passing.
PBS’ Genealogy Roadshow was looking
Gail will be talking about her new book
for family mysteries related to New
and her two appearances on Genealogy
Orleans. This opportunity would require
Roadshow. Signed copies of her book will
Gail to publicly “out” her mother on
be available for purchase. For more
national television. While she struggled
information, email Jan Polep at
with the decision, Gail decided that it was
jan.polep@mcigs.org.
important for her family to know the truth.
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Upcoming Events
Nov 4, 2017 NSGS – Chicago Research:
Planning is the Key to Success at The
Arlington Heights Senior Center, Arlington
Heights, IL, 10am. For more information,
visit http://www.nwsgenealogy.org.
Nov 7, 2017 EGS – Panel – What we
Learned from All Conferences This Year
at Gail Borden Public Library, Elgin, IL,
9:30am. For more information, visit
http://www.elginroots.com.
Nov 9, 2017 MCIGS – Genealogy
Roadshow Story, White Like Her at The
Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm. For more
information, visit http://www.mcigs.com.
Nov 11, 2017 LCIGS – LCIGS Fall
Workshop at the Lake Villa Township
West, Lake Villa, IL. For more
information, visit
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~illcgs.
Nov 11, 2017 CAGGNI – Reunion
Special Interest Group at the Schaumburg
Township Public Library, Schaumburg, IL.
For more information, visit
http://www.caggni.org.
Nov 16, 2017 EGS – Prairie Club of
Chicago at the Gail Borden Public Library,
Elgin, IL. For more information, visit
http://www.elginroots.com.
Nov 18, 2017 CAGGNI – From the Birth
of a Nation to a New Birth of Freedom
(and annual holiday potluck) at the
Schaumburg Township Public Library,
Schaumburg, IL. For more information,
visit http://www.caggni.org.
Nov 28, 2017 JPL – Genealogy Club
Meeting. For more information, visit
http://www.johnsburglibrary.org.
Nov 29, 2017 MCIGS – Where’s The
Book w/ My Family In It featuring Drew
Smith in online webinar. For more
information, visit http://www.mcigs.com.

McHenry County IL Genealogical Society

Membership
The 2018 membership renewals began October 1st. Please use
the form attached to the digital edition of the newsletter and
send it in with your payment to MCIGS. If you prefer, you can
also renew online at http://www.mcigs.org/become-amember.html. At our next meeting taking place on Thursday,
November 9th, is another opportunity that you can renew your
membership.
So, just a reminder… Please remember to bring your check or
exact amount of cash to the meeting. Forms will be available at
the meeting if needed. If you have questions, please contact
Arlene Basten at membership@mcigs.org. We look forward to
another year and we thank you for your continued support.
Please join us in welcoming the following new members:
•
•
•
•
•

Carol Koty - Mukwanago, WI
Celeste Kuta – Wheeling, IL
Penny Liptak – Huntley, IL
Kristen McCusker – Algonquin, IL
Larry & Maureen Wood, Cary, IL

Extended bios of some of our members are available with the
digital edition of the newsletter.
DONATIONS
Thank you to all who have donated along with their dues:
Henry Kenyon
Nancy Gaynor

Karen Armbrust
Sandra Braid

Paula Mortenson
Susan Krejci

Thank you so much!

IN MEMORIAM
Our condolences to Pat Phalin and the family on the death of
Larry, a longtime member of MCIGS, who died on 21
October 2017.
Larry contributed a lot to our society and he will be missed.
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Cemeteries & The Records
By Ann Wells
At a recent meeting of our society, the topic of who handles
theEvents
information for a particular cemetery came up. Every
cemetery is handled in a different way depending on
municipality, county, state, religion or other ownership, as
well as township, city, county, state laws.
Township cemeteries usually have a governing board that
handles the actual burials, keeps the records and maintains the
cemetery. Some township cemeteries have a very loose
organization and the records are kept and the cemetery
maintained with someone taking on the projects, but not really
in charge.
Church associated cemeteries usually have the records in their
office or with a designated person who does not work in the
church, but probably on the kitchen table in their home.
Catholic churches are probably the most organized and better
record keepers. If the church no longer exists, the records were
probably given to another church in the area that absorbed the
membership of the closed church and therefore takes on the
job of recording the information. The local diocese or
archdiocese can most likely head you in the direction of the
church who will have the records. Other churches,
synagogues, temples may very well be able to help you with
locating a particular religious oriented cemetery in the area.
The cemetery may not be in the town your ancestor lived in
and could be some distance away.
Municipal cemeteries are probably the next most organized
organizations and the records are easily accessible for the
employees. They can be within the municipalities’ offices or at
the cemeteries. Sometimes you’ll find that these records start
well after the first burial. Early on the cemetery was used as
needed then perhaps a town or county took over. For whatever
reason the new organization never received any information
about the earlier burials and its possible there may not have
been any records to begin with.
Usually if a town dissolves or a cemetery association
dissolves, a county or other government agency takes over.
Unfortunately, it isn’t in their best interest to do so as it
becomes another item to care for and provide public monies to
look after, often leading to a general blind spot as far as the
record keepers are concerned. They too may not receive the
original records, or maybe part of them.
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Upcoming
Events
Dec 11, 2017 MCIGS – DNA Genealogy
Interest Group at Cary Public Library, Cary,
IL. For more information, visit
http://www.mcigs.org.
Dec 18, 2017 T&CPL – Preserving Family
Heirlooms at T&CPL, Elburn, IL, 10am. For
more information, visit http://elburn.lib.il.us.
Jan 11, 2018 MCIGS – Valkommen till
Swedenberg! at The Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL,
7pm. For more information, visit
http://www.mcigs.com.
Jan 17, 2018 DCGS – Reconstructing Your
Soldier’s WWI Experience at Wheaton Public
Library, Wheaton, IL, 6:30pm. For more
information, visit http://www.dcgs.org.
Feb 8, 2018 MCIGS – Newspapers.com at
The Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm. For more
information, visit http://www.mcigs.com.
Mar 8, 2018 MCIGS – Ancestry.com at The
Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm. For more
information, visit http://www.mcigs.com.
Apr 19, 2018 MCIGS – Gen202: Beyond The
Basics at The Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm.
For more information, visit
http://www.mcigs.com.
May 10, 2018 MCIGS – Cook County Social
Worker for the Unclaimed Dead at The
Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm. For more
information, visit http://www.mcigs.com.
June 14, 2018 MCIGS – GOOGLE for
Genealogy at The Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL,
7pm. For more information, visit
http://www.mcigs.com.
July 7, 2018 MCIGS – MCIGS Summer
Confrence at McHenry County College,
Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm. For more information,
visit http://www.mcigs.com.
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(Cemeteries & The Records – Continued)
Some cemeteries are found on private property and if not the property owners’ family, little or no information may be known,
other than what is on the tombstone. Some property owners will allow access and others won’t. Remember it is private property
and the owners do not have to allow you there. It would behoove you to contact the owner before you go there – you don’t want to
discover you are on the wrong end of a shotgun.
In Illinois, the record keeper of a cemetery must tell you where your ancestor is buried in a particular cemetery for free. They do
not have to tell you where all the burials are for collateral family members, just your ancestor. They must show you on a map
where they person is buried and according to Illinois Statute 760 ILCS 100/2d1 “shall keep a record of every interment,
entombment, and inurnment in the cemetery.” and “The record shall be open to public inspection consistent with State and
federal law. The cemetery authority shall make available, consistent with State and federal law, a true copy of the record upon
written request and payment of reasonable copy costs.” Not every cemetery abides by this, but you should be able to get the
copies of the information that is required to be kept about your ancestor. That means they do not have to show you how much
things cost, who paid for them and how, or other family member names.
You might want to ask the cemetery what funeral home handled the arrangements. Most funeral homes did not come into
existence before the Civil War2, so you can use that as a guide line in determining whether there was a funeral home. Very often,
the local carpenter or furniture maker would make the coffin, the funeral would be held, the burial would take place and no
written record would exist except perhaps a death notice or an obituary in the local paper.
It might be worthwhile to check out the cemeteries rules and regulations before taking a trip to walk amongst the stones. There
may be rules that you wouldn’t think of – such as no cleaning of the stones, no photography, no animals, etc. Their rules and
regulations should also indicate what type of information they keep and if it is accessible. Accessible doesn’t mean you can look
at it, it means are they able to access it.
When a cemetery is a business, not related to a city/or church, it must be remembered it is a business. A good example is
Windridge Memorial Park in Cary. They are part of StoneMor Partners LP and they are in the business of burying people and
selling merchandise related to that. What they will tell you is where the person is buried, and direct you with instructions or a
map.3 They are no more required to give out business information than say your local barbershop, florist, dress shop, etc. It’s
always good to make contact with the understanding of what you might or might not receive.
If a cemetery is still being used, but you don’t know who to contact, try contacting a local funeral home. They’ll know who the
contact is as they can’t bury without permission. You can also try contacting a local florist. One cemetery visited in the past had
their records at a police station, while another cemetery’s records were held at a bank. You just never know!
Some historical and genealogical societies have created indexes for various cemeteries. Unfortunately, some have done it in
alphabetical order, but that is better than nothing. You can use these guides to locate the cemetery plus locating your ancestor. To
locate these books, try looking for the county and historical or genealogical society then look for their publication list, locate the
local library and look at their index or use Google to see what you can find using county, type of society. If you can’t find the
book locally where you live, you should check with your reference librarian at your local library and see if it can be obtained via
Inter-Library Loan. Once you have the book or copies of the pages from the book, you can get out to the cemetery and locate your
ancestor.
Beware that the death record and obituary can be very wrong in place of burial. Today death records come from the funeral home.
They send the information to the government body that issues death records and in the day or two between sending the
information and the burial, things change. The funeral home makes the arrangements for transport and they should know where
burial took place, but may not make any amendments to the original information sent to the government body. The funeral home
creates the body transit permit and that will give the location of burial.
Finding the location of burial can be a tedious task, but using those records that should give you the information will help – death
record, transit permits, obituaries, religious records, cemeteries, funeral homes and family stories. They all have a place in the
hunt!

1

Trusts and Fiduciaries: (760 ILCS 100/) Cemetery Care Act. ( http://www.ilga.gov; accessed 19 October 2017)
North American Funerals: History of U S Traditions (http://thefuneralsource.org; accessed 18 October 2017)
3
Conversation with staff at Windridge Memorial Park, 23 October 2017
2

Larry and Maureen Wood, Cary, IL
Maureen and I have been married 42 years and
we have pursued genealogy for our joint families
the entire time. Our work has resulted in several
volumes which are as yet unpublished, but ready
for final proofreading. Larry retired last March
from 32 years as a Federal Employee and now
has time to devote to this endeavor. We hope
that MCGS will be a fun place to meet other
researchers and we plan to be able to help them
out as well, too.
Larry is a professional published genealogist under the name “Larry Crandall-Wood”, honoring both
of his parent's surnames. Look for Larry's April 2004 article - NYG&B Vol. 135 Number 2 pages 92105 “Connecting Parker Burdick Crandall to the Rhode Island Crandall Family” and other articles
spread across the web.
As a cousin to the Crystal Lake founders - Beeman and Polly Crandall, I have some completed
information on them I might be able to share, I am not sure if anyone else has done them. I am also
the sole researcher of George and Nellie Bennett Crandall (dau of Henry Harrison Bennett). George
and HH Bennett were the founders of the Wisconsin Dells resort area and HH Bennet's photography
work is known in Wisconsin with the respect usually reserved for Ansel Adams, it is all over the Dells
shops. My Crandall work has been greatly aided by owning one of the few CRANDALL Genealogy
books not in a public library; I will do lookups for anyone in this comprehensive family book.
Other work is on my Wood family, Colonial residents and ship captains since 1640, there are more
than a few really great stories about these ancestors. Maureen's Irish St Louis, Missouri family,
though they have proven difficult to trace prior to immigration from the great Irish potato famine era.
DNA has been tested and we expect the future to yield some new information. We took a trip to
Ireland recently to her homeland which was very interesting. We have also been to England and
Scotland, renting cars and driving “on the wrong side of the road”.
At present I am not actively researching anyone. My time is lately devoted to my other hobbies,
clock repair, woodworking, home and car repair. I use my Mechanical Engineering Degree in daily
tasks and hobby items. Time is also allotted to our three grandsons ages 6, 8, and 10 who live in
Arlington Heights.

Kristen McCusker, Algonquin, Illinois
Kristen lives in Algonquin with her husband and 2 children,
ages 14 and 17.
She is an organizing member of the Fox River Valley Chapter
of the DAR. She also served as Historian for two years and is
currently serving as the Registrar.
Both of her grandmothers have roots back prior to the
American Revolution, in New England and Virginia. The family
surnames she’s researching for them include SHIFFLETTE,
MOORE, GAGE, ROSE, CADY, ALLEN, POWERS and
SAFFORD among others.
Kristen’s paternal grandfather's family came from French Canada, surname DeNoyer, settling in
northern Wisconsin. Her maternal grandfather's grandparents came from Sweden and
Germany, surnames SWANSON and DUMMER, settling in Ogle Co.
“I am honored to serve as our family historian and record keeper. When someone needs to
know who was born or died when or where, or who has that old picture of Grandpa walking his
cow, they come to me. Joining MCIGS will give me access to resources and experts who can
help me learn more about how to research and record my family history, as well as the
genealogies of my friends and prospective DAR members who come to me for help”.

Carol Koty, Mukwonago, WI
I started genealogy in 1983 when my girls were in first and second grade,
allowing me time during the day to begin my search. However, I put it
aside for a few years when I returned to the workforce. I dabbled again
when the girls left home, but dove into it full-force when I retired in 2008.
My traveling is basically attending state (Wisconsin and Illinois) and local
conferences totaling 4-5 per year. This past July I attended the first
International Germanic Genealogical Society meeting in Minneapolis and
absolutely loved it…750 'cousins' representing 41 states and 4 continents
for four days of non-stop sessions on everything German! I hope to attend the 2019 conference
in Sacramento. I joined the Sacramento German Genealogy Society in preparation for that
conference. (The conference in 2018 is in Australia!)
My ancestors settled in Indiana, Illinois and Upper Michigan (my parents’ home state). My
parents moved to Milwaukee where I was born and raised. I belong to genealogy societies in
these states as well as in Wisconsin. I have made limited trips to Indiana and Illinois but have
made three trips to Upper Michigan since 2010. Most of my close relatives lived in Michigan.
Some Illinois ancestor surnames are TRAUB, MUSCHLER, SCHOEBERLEIN, BENKER,
MARQAUARDT, BENTER, MOULDING, WALTHER, RIES and RANG.
I joined MCIGS because I have enjoyed attending a couple of summer conferences in Crystal
Lake which is only an hour and 15 minutes from home. MCIGS's meeting place is close enough
to possibly attend a monthly meeting or two in the future.
The standard search topics like vital records, census, cemeteries, newspapers, city directories,
churches, naturalization, passenger lists, internet sites, DNA, etc., interest me because I always
learn something new. I am not into Facebook or social media of any kind, so those sessions
usually do not interest me.
My other main interest is Spring City Garden Club which consists of 80 members. I have been
the club secretary for the past seven years and hope to continue in this position. I also have my
home and outside work to take care of which includes my many flower beds. I have several bird
feeders and bluebird houses and enjoy sitting on my screen-in porch and watch their activity. I
have five grandchildren ranging in age from 18 years to 15 months who live 20 minutes away.
The 15-month-old is the only one not in school. I see them more during the summer.
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Membership / Renewal Application
Please mail your completed application and check made payable to MCIGS in the correct amount to the
address above. An online application is available on the society’s website that offers the opportunity to use
PayPal for dues payment. Questions may be directed to membership@mcigs.org.
Please select one:

New Membership

Renewal Membership

Membership is based on the January – December calendar year. Please select the type of membership
desired below:
$10 Charter Membership*

$30 Foreign Membership (Outside North America)

$20 Individual Membership

$45 Contributing Membership

$25 Family Membership

$250 Lifetime Membership

$25 North American Membership (Outside of USA)
*Charter members must have been a continuous member since 1981.

$1.00 Donation to Stern-NARA Fund?

YES

NO

$7.50 To receive the Newsletter via USPS YES

NO

I would like to make a donation to MCIGS

NO

YES

Amount? __________________

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 ________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ______________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS: _________________________

REFERRED BY: ____________________________________________________________________
NATIONALITY RESEARCHING: _________________

LOCATION(S): ______________________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: _____________________
SNOWBIRD ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________
DATES: _______________ to ______________
Please indicate below that you give MCIGS permission to list your name and location (ex: Betty Smith, City,
State) as a new member in the Member Spotlight section of our newsletter. Email addresses and telephone
numbers will NOT be published, made available to other members, or posted on our website.
YES

NO
Updated 10/30/2016
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Monthly Programs
Location: 7 p.m. at The Pointe Outreach Center, 5650 NW Hwy, Crystal Lake, IL

White Like Her: My Family’s Story of Race and Racial Passing
Gail Lukasik – November 9, 2017
Gail Lukasik will talk about her book, White Like Her: My Family’s Story of Race and Racial Passing and how
her appearance on PBS’ Genealogy Roadshow inspired her to write the book. She’ll relate her personal and
genealogical journey to uncover the truth of her mother’s racial heritage and how her discoveries changed her
and her family.
Gail Lukasik is the author of the award-winning Leigh Girard mystery series. She began her writing career as a
poet. Prior to writing books, she was a ballerina with the Cleveland Civic Ballet Company.

Valkommen till Swedenberg!
Kurt Pearson – January 11, 2018
Come explore the Swedish community (1850-1950) that was an integral part of Nunda and Crystal Lake.
Learn about the immigrants: who they were, why they came, where they worked, what organizations they
established and the legacy they left behind.
A native of Crystal Lake, Kurt had lived most of his life in McHenry County. He graduated from Crystal Lake
Community High School in 1976 and Knox College in 1980. After playing and coaching basketball in Denmark
for three years, he taught high school English for 18 years before becoming library director at McHenry West
Campus. Kurt held that position for 12 years before retiring in 2016. He enjoys genealogy, writing, gardening,
and travel.

Newspapers.com
Alice Hayes – February 8, 2018
Newspapers.com is the online home of 200+ million pages of historical newspapers from 5,500+ newspapers
from around the United States and beyond. Newspapers provide a unique view of the past and can help us
understand and connect with the people, events and attitudes of an earlier time.
Come learn how to search the collection to find news, notices of births, marriages and deaths, sports, comics
and more…especially because the collection now contains 149 historical newspapers in Illinois… including the
(Crystal Lake) Herald from 1875-1963. Alice is a former MCIGS Board Member and the Genealogy Specialist
LTA at the Crystal Lake Public Library.

Resources Available through Ancestry.com Library Edition
Jane Haldeman – March 8, 2018
Ancestry.com, one of the largest genealogy sites, offers a wide variety of resources for the genealogist.
This continually evolving website can be personalized to suit the needs of the researcher. Jane will
discuss tips and tricks for using the library version of Ancestry.com, including ideas for easy navigation
and successful searches.
Jane graduated from the University of Iowa with a BA in Theater. Combining her passions for genealogy
and theater she now lectures on technology as it applies to genealogical research. Ms. Haldeman
developed and owns "It's Relative”, a genealogical service business that provides lectures, workshops,
research, and consultations.
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 184, Crystal Lake, Illinois 60039-0184
815/687-0436
www.mcigs.org

Gen 202: Beyond the Basics: After Ancestry, after Ellis Island, after the
‘easy’ stuff
Liz Ross – April 12, 2018
Tips, techniques and suggestions for keeping the tree growing and finding the rocks that you want to look
under. Reading closely. Thinking out-of-the-box. Mind-stretching and creative thinking – and keeping all the
information straight as you look at a million (or maybe only several hundred sources).
Liz is a genealogy professional Researcher, Writer, Lecturer, & Consultant. She lectures in the Chicago area
and writes "2nd Saturday Genealogy." Her lectures are designed for beginning and intermediate researchers
but will be helpful to the person who has "done some researching" and now wants to be more thorough. She
writes a column for CAGGNI and is a member of NGS, APG and numerous state and local societies.

Cook County’s Social Worker for the Unclaimed Dead
Rebeca Perrone – May 10, 2018
Rebeca Perrone, the Cook County Medical Examiner’s first indigent coordinator, handles 700+ cases a year
in her role as a Social Worker for the dead. Using a list of names of unclaimed remains, Rebeca searches for
potential next of kin, hoping to reunite them with their loved ones. Her stories reflect how basic genealogy
techniques can be used to find living relatives.
Originally from Algonquin, after studying sociology and criminal justice at Loyola University, Rebeca worked
for the Indiana Department of Child Services, investigating abuse and neglect claims. She longed to be a
detective but not a police officer, so she decided to change jobs and search for living relatives of the
unclaimed indigent, so that they might help arrange for a dignified burial.

GOOGLE for Genealogy
Tina Beaird – June 14, 2018
Google can be a useful tool for genealogical research. Utilizing services like Google news, Google maps, and
Google books can make you feel like Indiana Jones. But be wary, Google has some traps and pitfalls as well.
Tina will discuss ways to get the most out of Google so you can find your holy grail.
Tina Beaird is owner of Tamarack Genealogy and the Genealogy/Local History Librarian at a midsized
Chicagoland public library. She provides lectures extensively on military research, genealogical methodology,
Scottish records, and archival preservation. She is a governing board member of the Northern Illinois
Historical League and the Illinois State Historical Records Advisory board as well as a member of the Illinois
World War I Centennial Commission. Tina volunteers her time with several local historical and genealogical
societies scanning and indexing historic records. Occasionally, Tina finds time to research her own family
tree, which she has been pursuing for over 20 years.

2018 MCIGS Summer Genealogy Conference
McHenry County College - July 7, 2018
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society (MCIGS) is sponsoring an all-day conference for genealogists
and family historians on Saturday, July 7, 2018. The event will take place at McHenry County College
Conference Center, 8900 Route 14, Crystal Lake, Illinois. The conference is ideal for all genealogists and
family historians, no matter whether you are a beginning researcher or have been searching for years. There
will be fabulous door prizes and a number of vendors attending with their society information, book sellers and
others. For more information contact the society at mcigs@mcigs.org or telephone 815.687.0436.
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