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We hope that you will join us on Thursday, August 11th for an evening with Marsha Peterson-Maass.  Marsha 
will present “A 60-Minute Crash Course: Beginning Genealogy Using Accredited Methods” which is a fun 
look at accredited basics and research methodology suitable for everyone . . . if you're a beginner you'll take 
away a sense of what you need to be doing in your research . . . if you're an experienced genealogist you might 
be surprised to discover how much of the accredited methodology you only "sort of knew" and that knowing the 
accredited  research precepts can actually help revitalize your current search. Topics are chosen directly from 
the Fundamentals of Genealogy®: Basics for Everyone textbook so it's easy to follow along with the talk . . . 
textbooks are distributed before the lecture so participants can peruse them during the lecture and can optionally 
purchase to take home for $20/each (this price is a 20% discount). 
 
Marsha got her start in genealogy in high school when she entered a family history project in the State of 
Illinois History competition and tied for State Champion. Her first formal training in genealogy was at The 
Newberry Library-Chicago in the beginner’s class that she now teaches (since 2002). She is author of the 
Fundamentals of Genealogy® textbook series, blog 
and social media platforms. And today, along with 
teaching and lecturing on a wide range of topics, 
Marsha has a thriving forensic genealogy practice, 
called “Commercial DNA Analysis Services,” 
where she analyzes clients’ commercial DNA test 
results then offers a choice of several reports 
including the topics of → Unknown Parentage, 
Ethnicity Review, Building Family Trees, DNA 
Comparison of Siblings and Customized 
Questions. And this year, she was invited to join 
television celebrity CeCe Moore’s team at “The 
DNA Detectives” where they help adoptees find 
biological relatives thru commercial DNA analysis. 

 Our long time Quarterly editor, Jan Knight, who has been editing & publishing for 
the last 10 years is taking a break from editing to work on her own genealogy.  Jan 
has published over 40 Quarterly volumes!  We are looking for people interested in 
helping continue making the Quarterly what it has been for the last 10 years. If you 

are interested, please contact Kristen McCallum at president@mcigs.org. 



Thank you to everyone who attended our conference. 
We really hope you enjoyed the day and learned a 
lot! While there was a glitch or two, we hope you 
thought it went well. Events like this do not happen 
overnight and do not happen because of one person. 
If you enjoyed the day, please thank the conference 
committee when you see them: Arlene Basten, 
Claudia Conroy, Alice Hayes, Terry Krahl, Kristen 
McCallum, Jan Polep, Vicki Roberts, Bill Wheeler, 
and Ann Wells. They all worked hard over the past 
year to bring you what we thought was a great lineup 
of speakers and a variety of topics.   
 
Thank you also to those who came and set up on the 
day before the conference and worked at our tables or 
participated in other activities, such as cleaning up 
and those who helped get everything back into 
storage: Joe Hayes, Steve Polep, Debbie Johnson, AJ 
Camacho, Martin Tallungen and Laurie Stage.  
Hopefully no one who helped has been left of the list.   

Upcoming  Events 
MCIGS Summer 

Conference 
Aug 2, 2016 Elgin Genealogical Society – CSI: Cemetery Search and Investigation at 
Gail Borden Public Library, Elgin, IL, 9:30am.  
For more information, visit 
http://www.elginroots.com. 
 
Aug 9, 2016 Schaumburg Township Public 
Library – Tips and Tricks Using Family Search at Schaumburg Township Public 
Library, Schaumburg, IL, 7:30pm.  For more 
information, visit 
http://www.schaumburglibrary.org. 
 
Aug 13, 2016 North Suburban Genealogical 
Society – Finding Daddy: Italian Genealogy at Northbrook Historical Museum, Northbrook, 
IL, 2:30pm.  For more information, visit 
http://nslgsil.org. 
 
Aug 15, 2016 Ela Area Public Library 
Genealogy Interest Group – Bare Bones Beginning DNA at Ela Area Public Library, 
Lake Zurich, IL, 3:00pm.  For more 
information, visit http://www.eapl.org. 
  
Aug 15, 2016 Zion Genealogical Society of 
Lake County – New Resources for British Isles Research at Beach Park Village Hall, 
Beach Park, IL, 7:00pm.  For more 
information, visit 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ilzgs/.  
  
Aug 20, 2016 Computer Assisted Genealogy 
Group of Northern Illinois – Creating and 
Sustaining Your Family Newsletter: Genealogy-Rich Source Material at 
Schaumburg Township District Library, 
Schaumburg, IL, 10:30am.  For more 
information, visit http://www.caggni.org.  
  
Aug 25 , 2016 Kane County Genealogical Society – Research at the Newberry Library at 
Geneva History Center, Geneva, IL.  For more 
information, visit 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ilkcgs/.   
 
Aug 27, 2016 NW Suburban Genealogical 
Society – Tapping the Power of Family Search at Arlington Heights Senior Center, 
Arlington Heights, IL.  For more information, 
visit http://www.nwsgenealogy.org.  
   

MCIGS Conference Chair 
Ann Wells 

Funeral Director @ Black Point Estate (credit: Terry Mayer/staff) 



The Victorian Way of Death … or why is there a coffin in the parlor at Black Point? 
What: MCIGS is sponsoring a unique private house & garden tour/program at Black Point Estate, Lake Geneva, WI.    http://blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org/  Program: “Angels Carried Them Away: Death and Mourning in the Victorian Era”  Victorians embraced death as a cause for elaborate ritual. During their era (1876-1915) the ritual of death came to include parlor funerals, post-mortem death photos, Victorian hair wreaths, public mourning and séances.  The Victorian era also saw the development of the modern cemetery, mortuary science, and public funerals complete with floral arrangements/hearse transportation for the deceased.   Join us for the program “Angels Carried Them Away”, to be presented in the parlor of Black Pointe estate by Steven Person, a local Walworth Township funeral director. Black Pointe Estate, built on Geneva Lake in 1888 for the Chicago beer Baron, Conrad Seipp, is a Queen Anne Victorian summer cottage that was enjoyed by four generations of his family. 
When:  Sunday afternoon, October 16, 2016  1:30 pm departure by Van Galder Bus/Coach USA from Woodstock’s Walmart parking lot.   6:00 pm arrival by Van Galder Bus/Coach USA at Woodstock’s Walmart parking lot.  Tickets: Ticket sales begin Thursday, August 11, 2016 at the August MCIGS monthly meeting at The Pointe Outreach Center, 6:30PM.   $36 for MCIGS members/non-members, first come/first served basis. Only 40 tickets available. Tickets include tour/program/travel to and from Lake Geneva by Van Galder Bus/Coach USA.   No private transportation allowed to Black Pointe on this date.  Payment by cash/check/credit card.   Tickets are non-refundable but the perfect way to eliminate having to walk up the 120 steps from the lake! 

Sep 6, 2016 Elgin Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society – Silent City: The Story of Elgin's Cemeteries at Gail Borden Public Library, 
Elgin, IL, 9:30am.  For more information, visit 
http://www.elginroots.com.  
 
Sep 8, 2016 MCIGS – Time Travel with Google Earth at The Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm.  For 
more information, visit http://www.mcigs.com.  
 
Sep 9, 2016 Cary Area Public Library – Forms, Searching & Getting Organized at Cary Area 
Public Library, Cary, IL, 5pm – 9pm.  For more 
information, visit http://www.caryarealibrary.org.  
 
Sep 17, 2016 KCGS – Kenosha County Genealogy Fair: at Gateway Technical College, 
Kenosha, WI, 10am – 4:00pm.  For more 
information, visit http://www.kengensoc.com.   
 
Sep 21, 2016 DCGS – Lineage Societies at 
DuPage County Historical Museum, Wheaton, IL, 
6:30pm – 8:45pm.  For more information, visit 
http://www.dcgs.org. 
 
Sep 22, 2016 KCGS – Understanding Family Search Part I at Geneva History Museum, Geneva, 
IL, 7:30pm.  For more information, visit 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/`ilkcgs/.    
 
Oct 7, 2016 Cary Area Public Library – Tips for Beginners at Cary Area Public Library, Cary, IL, 
5pm – 9pm.  For more information, visit 
http://www.caryarealibrary.org.  
 
Oct 13, 2016 MCIGS – Cemetery Research & Preservation at The Pointe, Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm .  
For more information, visit http://www.mcigs.com. 
 
Oct 27, 2016 KCGS – Understanding Family Search Part II at Geneva History Museum, 
Geneva, IL, 7:30pm.  For more information, visit 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/`ilkcgs/.    
 
Nov 10, 2016 MCIGS – Liven Up Your Family History with Images at The Pointe, Crystal Lake, 
IL, 7pm.  For more information, visit 
http://www.mcigs.com. 
 
Dec 8, 2016 MCIGS – Annual Christmas Party at 
Colonial Cafe, Crystal Lake, IL, 7pm.  For more 
information, visit http://www.mcigs.com. 
 

Upcoming  Events (continued) 
Black Point Estate 

MCIGS 1st Vice President/Jan Polep 



 
Please welcome the following new members to MCIGS.  Several of them joined the society on the day of the 
conference taking advantage of the half-price special offer.   We’re glad that you attended the conference and 
decided to join us! 
 
Ann Bessette, Ingleside, IL Karen Forst, Woodstock, IL 
Martha Johnson, South Milwaukee, WI Donna Kjendlie, Monroe, WI 
Donna Siemsen, Vernon Hills, IL Edwina Case Skyles, Woodstock, IL 
Joyce Voss, Arlington Heights, IL Dawn Williams, Crystal Lake, IL 
Doug Williamson, Lake in the Hills, IL  

 
Edwina Skyles, Woodstock, IL  

In 1987, I decided to do my family genealogy and give it to my father for his 80th birthday in 1988. I figured a 
year would give me more than enough time to finish it.  I immediately hit a brick wall! Though I had taken 
numerous history classes in school I quickly found I really didn’t know much about genealogy research.  So, it 
was back to the books.  I completed the American Genealogy Basic Course and a later finished the Advanced 
Methodology from the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research at Samford University in Birmingham, 
AL.   
 
In addition, during the 30 years since I bumped into that brick wall I ‘ve attended over 50 genealogy seminars, 
conferences and workshops.  While digging for family roots, I’ve met interesting people, visited fantastic 
research libraries and quaint courthouses.  I worked professionally as a genealogist in private practice for ten 
years, volunteered at the Arlington Heights Library Genealogy room for seven years, been published in 
Ancestry Magazine and written genealogy book reviews for various magazines.  
 
What about that 80th birthday gift for my father?  Well, I was able to give him plenty of information about his 
family and he was delighted.  But, that brick wall I first encountered three decades ago ---still stands!  
 

Joyce Voss, Arlington Heights, IL 
I live in Arlington Heights, Illinois and hail from Kane County, specifically St. Charles, 
Illinois.  In spring of 2010 I retired and expanded on things I like to do which include travel, 
art, hiking, and volunteering.  As to the last, I serve in a couple of ministries at church, and I 
am a tour guide at the Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio in Oak Park, Illinois.  Also, 
annually I facilitate a, once a week for 8 weeks, "Memories to Memoir" writing class 
sponsored by the Arlington Heights Memorial Library, but held at the Arlington Heights 
Senior Center. 

 
My reasons for joining MCIGS are two-fold: motivation and familiarity.  My mother's family is from McHenry 
County.   The surnames Bloner, Stinek/Stanek, and Van DeVeire are the top names are my list. I have been 
playing with genealogy for about 10 years as a result of a conversation with one of my brothers. However, more 
serious searching began 18 months ago, and it has led me to a couple of area libraries, court houses, relatives, 
ancestry.com, along with conferences and classes.  At the recent MCIGS conference a session on cemeteries 
gave me the information I needed to locate a great grandmother in another's grave. 

New Member Spotlight 

MCIGS 2nd Vice President/Membership 
Arlene Basten 
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Monthly Programs

A 60-Minute Crash Course: Beginning Genealogy Using Accredited Methods

Marsha Peterson-Maass – August 11, 2016

This is a fun look at accredited basics and research methodology suitable for everyone. If you're a beginner

you'll take away a sense of what you need to be doing in your research. If you're an experienced genealogist

you might be surprised to discover how much of the accredited methodology you only "sort of knew" and that

knowing the accredited research precepts can actually help revitalize your current search.

Time Travel with Google Earth - This will be a “live” Webinar presentation

Lisa Louise Cooke– September 8, 2016

Get ready to experience old historic maps, genealogical records, images, and videos coming together to create

stunning time travel experiences in the free Google Earth program. We’ll incorporate automated changing

boundaries, and uncover historic maps that are built right into Google Earth. Tell time travel stories that will

truly excite your non-genealogist relatives! You’ve never seen anything like this class!

Lisa Louise Cooke is the Producer and Host of the Genealogy Gems Podcast, an online genealogy audio show

at www.GenealogyGems.com.

Resurrecting a Cemetery

October 13, 2016

Using genealogical research methods, dowsing rods and spades, professional cemetery conservators, Paula

Pickrel and Glenda Ziegler, have literally unearthed the stories and the graves of several Illinois pioneers. Join

the sisters as they share their cemetery experiences and provide tips for digging up your ancestors' graves. In

the past five years, the sisters have completed the restoration and documentation of three abandoned

cemeteries, repaired hundreds of headstones and co-authored a gravestone repair manual.

Black Point Estate Tour & Victorian Death and Mourning Program

Bus Trip – Sunday, October 16, 2016, Lake Geneva, WI

A unique private house & garden tour/program at Black Point Estate, Lake Geneva, WI. The house, built on

Geneva Lake in 1888 for the Chicago beer Baron, Conrad Seipp, is a Queen Anne Victorian summer cottage

that was enjoyed by four generations of his family. The program, “Angels Carried Them Away: Death and

Mourning in the Victorian Era, (1876-1912)” will be presented by Steven Person, a local Walworth Township

funeral director.

Liven Your Family History With Images

Mike Karsen – November 10, 2016

Family histories can contain phenomenal research with every event documented and sourced with precision

but yet no one is interested in reading it. This is because they need to be more than just names and dates,

they need to be vehicles for “Time Travel” taking us back to the days when our grandparents and great-

grandparents lived and raised their families. These images to bring them to life and make the story real. This

presentation illustrates how to “liven up” your family history with images of people, places, and events that will

make the reader keep flipping the pages to be drawn back in time.



 
There were many great vendors at the MCIGS 
Summer Conference.  One such vendors, whom I 
had previously seen at ISGS, is Adam Allgaier from 
HistoryLines.com.  At a very rudimentary level, 
HistoryLines.com creates a biography from very 
basic information of a person (birth, marriage, 
death, etc.).  I have to admit that from the brief 
introduction I was provided I was not immediately 
drawn to the software.  While a basic sketch of an 
individual can be created from information when it 
is typed into the site, the real power of the software 
comes when you import your tree from a GEDCOM 
or by importing your information FamilySearch 
directly. 
 
I work in the technology field and I have a love for 
genealogy so any opportunity that presents itself 
that I can use both is a gem.  It is rare that I win 
anything.  But this year, I won a one-year 
subscription to HistoryLines.com.  I approached 
Adam shortly after the drawing and informed him 
that I had won the one-year subscription.  Within 
minutes, Adam had me create a new account and I 
was up and running.  I headed home eager to give 
the software a try. 
 
While I have a FamilySearch account, I felt that it 
would be easier to import a GEDCOM exported 
from my desktop database rather than dealing with 
providing HistoryLines.com with my FamilySearch 
login.  I created a full export which was imported 
within minutes.   
 
Once your GEDCOM is imported, you can browse 
your family tree.  For each person in your tree, you 
have the ability to see a three generation family tree 
for the individual or you can create a story for the 
individual.  The real power and magic of 
HistoryLines.com is when you create a story.  My 
experience has been that regardless of whether you 
have a limited amount of information about an 
individual or you have years of research and 
information, HistoryLines is able to create a story 
within seconds. 

 
 
Abner Stanford is my 4th great grandfather and a 
Revolutionary War patriot.  I have included two 
reports created from my desktop genealogy 
software: 1) an individual report for Abner Stanford 
and, 2) a family group record.  HistoryLines used 
this data to create a 14-page story of the life of 
Abner.  What is fantastic about the story is that it 
intertwines personal information with historical 
information that was happening in the world at the 
time.   
 
Unfortunately, I am not doing the website justice.  I 
encourage you to sign up and try the site for free.  If 
you find that you may want to further evaluate the 
software, Adam has provided a 50% discount code 
for all MCIGS members that is valid for the next 30 
days.   
 
 
CODE:  MCIGSNEWS2016 

HistoryLines.com Review 

MCIGS Newsletter Editor 
Bill Wheeler 



Individual Report for Sergeant Abner Stanford Page 1

Produced by Legacy

Sergeant Abner StanfordName: Sex: M

Birth Date: Place:12 May 1747 Sherborn, Middlesex, Massachusetts, USA

Chr. Date: Place:

Death Date: Place:27 May 1821 Chesterfield, Cheshire, New Hampshire, USA

Burial Date: Place:

Cause of Death:

Father: Caleb Stanford (1716-1777)

Mother: Ruth Cozzens (1724-1764)

Spouse: *Sarah Mackentire (26 Sep 1798 - Jan 1855)

Marr. Date: Place:24 Nov 1800 Dummerston, Windham, Vermont, USA

Children: 1 Clarissa Stanford (Abt 1796-Between 1796/1878)

2 Jesse Duncan Stanford (1798-Between 1798/1876)

3 Philinda Stanford (1801-1854)

4 Samuel Stearns Stanford (1803-1868)

5 Willis Stanford (1806-1774)

6 Wrantslow Stanford (1812-1876)

Other Spouse: Jemima Green (30 Jan 1749 - 5 Jun 1818)

Marr. Date: Place:24 Nov 1768 Mendon, Worcester, Massachusetts, USA

Children: 1 Lyman Stanford (1774-1828)

General: 

See History of Worcester County by Hurd volume II page 910, Chap. 122,Upton by William T. Davis, Philadelphia 1889.
See also MassachusettsSoldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War, compiled by theSecretary of the Commonwealth,
Boston 1892.  He was pensioned at $8per month.  From Stanford Genealogy by Arthur Willis Stanford.

Enlisted in Revolutionary War, April 17, 1775, as corporal in Capt.David Batchelor's company, Col. Joseph Reed's
regiment (20th),credited to Upton, Mass. He was at Roxbury, Oct. 24, 1775, and servedfor Upton practically all the time
from the beginning to the end ofthe war in 1783. He was a three years' man in the Continental Army,mustered into Capt.
Japheth Daniels' company, col. Thomas Nixon's 5th,later 6th, regiment April 21, 1777. He was on the pay roll of
thiscompany from April 17, 1777 to Dec. 31, 1779 and on the clothing listfor five years from Jan. 1, 1778 to Dec. 31, 1782.
He was in camp nearPeekskill, Feb. 16, 1779 and at the Highlands, June 12, 1770. Here-enlisted in 1780 for during the war.
In 1780 and 1781 he appears indescriptive lists as thirty-three years old, six feet tall, with lightcomplexion, brown hair and
blue eyes; one list was dated "Highlands,Feb. 23, 1780"; the other, "West Point, Jan. 29, 1781". He apparentlywas corporal
until Nov. 1, 1781, when he was reduced. From Jan. toDec., 1781 his company was in Lt. Col. Calvin Smith's regiment and
hewas a private when the return was made.
He was on furlo Dec., 1782. He appears on two statements ofcontinental balances. He also is found on a company return of
Col.Nixon's 6th regiment for arears of pay, delivered March 10, 1784.There are seven autograph signatures by him in the
Mass. statearchives. He took part in the capture of Gen. Burgoyne at Saratoga,Oct. 17, 1777. His discharge was at New
Windsor, New York, June orJuly, 1783. Facts about his connection with the Revolution may befound in the Pension Office,
Washington, the State House, Boston, therecords of Worcester County, Worcester, Massachusetts and in the townrecords
of Upton. There are thirty-eight cards in the Massachusettsarchives referring to him, and at least fourteen references in
theUpton records.

See: History of Worcester County, by Hurd, Vol. II, p. 910, Chap. 122,Upton, by Wm. T. Davis, 1889.
Also: Mass. Soldiers and Sailors of the Revol. War, compiled by theSec'y. of the Commonwealth, Boston, 1892.

Abner Stanford was pensioned at eight dollars a month by the UnitedStates.
Source: Stanford Genealogy, Comprising the Descendants of AbnerStanford, the Revolutionary Soldier, Arthur Willis
Stanford, 1906.Printed by the Fukuin Printing co., Ltd., Yokohama.
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Husband Sergeant Abner Stanford

Born 12 May 1747 Sherborn, Middlesex, Massachusetts, USA

Christened

Died 27 May 1821 Chesterfield, Cheshire, New Hampshire, USA

Buried

Father Caleb Stanford (1716-1777) Mother Ruth Cozzens (1724-1764)

Marriage 24 Nov 1800 Dummerston, Windham, Vermont, USA

Other Spouse Jemima Green (1749-1818) 24 Nov 1768 - Mendon, Worcester, Massachusetts, USA

Wife Sarah Mackentire

AKA Sarah Marsters, Sarah Stanford

Born 26 Sep 1798 Peterborough, Hillsborough, New Hampshire, USA

Christened

Died Jan 1855 Fairlee, Orange, Vermont, USA

Buried

Other Spouse Israel Gould (1766-1834) Between 1785 and 1820

Children

1 F Clarissa Stanford

Born Abt 1796 Peterborough, Hillsborough, New Hampshire, USA

Christened

Died Between 1796 and 1878

Buried

Spouse

2 M Jesse Duncan Stanford

Born 26 Sep 1798 Peterborough, Hillsborough, New Hampshire, USA

Christened

Died Between 1798 and 1876

Buried

Spouse

3 F Philinda Stanford

Born 9 May 1801 Dummerston, Coos Co., New Hampshire

Christened

Died 3 Nov 1854 Chicopee Falls, , Massachussetts

Buried

Spouse

4 M Samuel Stearns Stanford

AKA Samuel S Stanford

Born 23 Jan 1803 Dummerston, Windham, Vermont, USA

Christened

Died 1868 Winchester, Cheshire, New Hampshire, USA

Buried 1868 New Hampshire, USA

Spouse Rebecca Scott (1801-1843) Abt 1826 - Chesterfield, Cheshire, New Hampshire, USA

Spouse Phoebe Axtell (Between 1799/1818-Between 1820/1903) Between 1820 and 1851

Spouse Ruth Turner (Between 1799/1818-Between 1824/1903) Between 1820 and 1851



Family Group Record for Sergeant Abner Stanford Page 2
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Children  (cont.)

5 M Willis Stanford

Born 8 Jun 1806

Christened

Died 17 Mar 1774 Chesterfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, USA

Buried

Spouse

6 M Wrantslow Stanford

Born 19 Mar 1812 Chesterfield, Cheshire, New Hampshire, USA

Christened

Died 29 Apr 1876 Lowell, Middlesex, Massachusetts, USA

Buried

Spouse Christiana Gould (1811-1854) 4 Dec 1834 - Thetford, Orange, Vermont, USA

General Notes: Husband - Sergeant Abner Stanford
See History of Worcester County by Hurd volume II page 910, Chap. 122,Upton by William T. Davis, Philadelphia 1889.  See
also MassachusettsSoldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War, compiled by theSecretary of the Commonwealth, Boston 1892.
He was pensioned at $8per month.  From Stanford Genealogy by Arthur Willis Stanford.

Enlisted in Revolutionary War, April 17, 1775, as corporal in Capt.David Batchelor's company, Col. Joseph Reed's regiment
(20th),credited to Upton, Mass. He was at Roxbury, Oct. 24, 1775, and servedfor Upton practically all the time from the
beginning to the end ofthe war in 1783. He was a three years' man in the Continental Army,mustered into Capt. Japheth Daniels'
company, col. Thomas Nixon's 5th,later 6th, regiment April 21, 1777. He was on the pay roll of thiscompany from April 17, 1777
to Dec. 31, 1779 and on the clothing listfor five years from Jan. 1, 1778 to Dec. 31, 1782. He was in camp nearPeekskill, Feb. 16,
1779 and at the Highlands, June 12, 1770. Here-enlisted in 1780 for during the war. In 1780 and 1781 he appears indescriptive
lists as thirty-three years old, six feet tall, with lightcomplexion, brown hair and blue eyes; one list was dated "Highlands,Feb. 23,
1780"; the other, "West Point, Jan. 29, 1781". He apparentlywas corporal until Nov. 1, 1781, when he was reduced. From Jan.
toDec., 1781 his company was in Lt. Col. Calvin Smith's regiment and hewas a private when the return was made.
He was on furlo Dec., 1782. He appears on two statements ofcontinental balances. He also is found on a company return of
Col.Nixon's 6th regiment for arears of pay, delivered March 10, 1784.There are seven autograph signatures by him in the Mass.
statearchives. He took part in the capture of Gen. Burgoyne at Saratoga,Oct. 17, 1777. His discharge was at New Windsor, New
York, June orJuly, 1783. Facts about his connection with the Revolution may befound in the Pension Office, Washington, the
State House, Boston, therecords of Worcester County, Worcester, Massachusetts and in the townrecords of Upton. There are
thirty-eight cards in the Massachusettsarchives referring to him, and at least fourteen references in theUpton records.

See: History of Worcester County, by Hurd, Vol. II, p. 910, Chap. 122,Upton, by Wm. T. Davis, 1889.
Also: Mass. Soldiers and Sailors of the Revol. War, compiled by theSec'y. of the Commonwealth, Boston, 1892.

Abner Stanford was pensioned at eight dollars a month by the UnitedStates.
Source: Stanford Genealogy, Comprising the Descendants of AbnerStanford, the Revolutionary Soldier, Arthur Willis Stanford,
1906.Printed by the Fukuin Printing co., Ltd., Yokohama.

Last Modified: 24 Apr 2016
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Abner was born on 12 May 1747, in Sherborn, Middlesex, Massachusetts, USA. His
mother was Ruth Cozzens and was 23 years old when Abner was born. His father
was Caleb Stanford and was 31 years old at the time. Abner was the fifth of 13
children. His older siblings, Lydia, Josiah, Lyman, and Joseph, were 6, 5, 3, and 2
years old when he was born.

Abner born, 1747

During the 1700s, many immigrants from England came to
Massachusetts in search of economic and religious freedom.
Located in the northeastern region of the American Colonies,
Massachusetts offered dense woodlands, rivers, rolling hills, and
the Atlantic Ocean to the east. These resources enticed
fishermen, lumberjacks, trappers, and ship builders, while
growing towns like Boston drew merchants and tradesmen.
Soon, Abner was part of a budding Massachusetts population
that reached more than 200,000.

Massachusetts, 1747

Abner's mother endured significant risks to give birth to him. Families during this
time usually had 6 to 8 children, and as many as 20%-30% of those died during
infancy. Many children also succumbed to diseases such as smallpox, influenza, or
measles before they could reach adulthood. Midwives performed most births during
this time due both to the lack of doctors, and the belief that it was indecent for a man
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ENABLE STORY WIZARD NO THANKS

Sneak Preview:Sneak Preview:
Would you like to help us test a new "Story Wizard"? This will replace "Add to story" with a "Story Wizard",
a new way to quickly add information, family members, locations, photos, and events.
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to be present during childbirth. The colonial population believed that hard work
made for easier labor, therefore women spun thread, wove clothing, and performed
heavy lifting while pregnant. Instead of giving birth in hospitals, women gave birth
at home with no painkillers other than alcohol.

Abner's future wife, Jemima Green, was born 1 year after Abner. Jemima was born
in Upton, Worcester, Massachusetts, United States.

Jemima Green born, 1749

Abner's brother, Phinehas, was born when Abner was 1 years old.
Brother Phinehas Stanford born, 1749

Abner's sister, Bette, was born when Abner was 4 years old.
Sister Bette Stanford born, 1751

When Abner was a 4 year old, the ever innovative Benjamin
Franklin made one of his greatest contributions with the
invention and popularization of the lightning rod. After years of
studying how electricity was conducted from one body to
another (he actually brought words like "battery" and "positive
or negative charge" into the lexicon), Franklin developed the
idea of attaching simple iron rods to the tops of houses,
connected to the ground by a wire. These lightning rods could
effectively divert the electricity from lightning strikes into the ground and away
from homes, preventing fires and keeping families safer. Soon enough, people in
Abner's community began installing these rods, as Franklin's reputation continued to
grow.

Lightning Rods, 1752

Benjamin Franklin's
experiment with lightning

Growing up in colonial America, Abner didn't have the luxury of a spoiled, carefree
childhood. Even for children from wealthier families, there were certain
expectations of how a child should contribute to the greater needs of the family. For
the working class and rural farmers, the more children you had meant the more
contributors to help you survive and prosper. Abner's parents could be very
demanding and harsh with him from time to time, but his friends would have been
experiencing much of the same, so there wasn't much context for feeling mistreated.
In the country, boys would help with the crops or livestock. While in the towns, they
would work under the supervision of their mother or father learning their
occupation. Some boys started grammar school around age 8, but options for girls
were more limited. For many families in Abner's community, mothers simply taught
their girls to spin, knit, and cook, while fathers taught their sons how to wield a gun,
a compass, and an ax.

Childhood

During the 1700s, a great majority of the colonial population were at least part-time
farmers, which meant that for many, an in-depth education was unnecessary.
Families and local communities took responsibility for most rudimentary education.
Children during Abner's lifetime would study in one-room schoolhouses where there
was usually only a single teacher for all grades. While upper-class children learned
reading, writing, simple math, poetry, and prayers in elite private schools, lower-
class children tended to do trade apprenticeships which lasted anywhere from 3-10
years. These apprenticeships gave children the skills they needed to survive in the
colonies. During Abner's life, boys and girls didn't receive the same education. While
boys studied higher math, Greek, Latin, and science as well as apprenticeships, girls
assumed the duties of the mistress on the farm.

Education

Abner's brother, Caleb, was born when Abner was 7 years old.
Brother Caleb Stanford born, 1754

Abner's sibling Caleb Stanford passed away in Sherborn, Middlesex, Massachusetts,
United States at the age of 0. Abner was 7.

Caleb Stanford dies, 1755
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At 4:30 in the morning on November 18, 1755, many Boston residents were
awakened by an earthquake that registered between 6.0 and 6.3 on the Richter scale.
While most of the damage was in the Boston and Cape Ann area, the resulting waves
could be felt all along much of the New England coast. This natural disaster, which
occurred when Abner was 8, caused a particular amount of damage to chimneys
atop buildings throughout the region. About 1,500 were damaged in some way, and
many roofs were harmed from the falling chimney stones. Many other houses,
churches, and stone fencing were also damaged in the quake. Some people living in
Abner 's community attributed the earthquake to the wrath of God, leading to a brief
religious revival through much of Massachusetts.

Cape Ann Earthquake, 1755

When Abner was eight years old, the Seven Years' War (also
called the French and Indian War) started between France,
Britain, and several other European states, as well as many
Native American tribes. Since much of the fighting was a result
of a land dispute in North America, the American colonies
provided the majority of the soldiers for the war. Many of
Abner's fellow colonists lived in fear of raids on their villages by
enemy forces. The war ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1763,
when France gave its lands in Canada. Though the conflict was over, the British
government had gone into debt to finance the war and felt that it was the duty of
American colonists like Abner to help pay back the debt. To do so, they levied new
taxes on the colonies, eventually leading to unrest and the American Revolution.

French and Indian War, 1756 - 1763

French and Indian leaders
meeting in a conference during
the war

Abner's sibling Bette Stanford passed away in Sherborn, Middlesex, Massachusetts,
United States at the age of 4. Abner was 8.

Bette Stanford dies, 1756

Abner's brother, Joshua, was born when Abner was 10 years old.
Brother Joshua Stanford born, 1758

For all the lovely sights and sounds of the growing American Colonies, there were
also the odors—the kind that Abner would have known as a simple reality of life.
People didn't bathe very often during this time, relying more on the rubbing action
of linen underclothing to fend off dirt and sweat. When it did come time to wash
themselves—or their clothes, for that matter—American colonists used a soap made
from animal fat and wood ashes. For dental hygiene, those fortunate enough to own
toothbrushes might also use bicarbonate soda as toothpaste. For both the lower and
upper classes, however, the lack of emphasis on cleanliness created a world where
lice, fleas, and intestinal worms were regular concerns. 

For all the women in Abner's community, feminine hygiene products were largely
unavailable and even frowned upon, as menstruation was commonly seen as a
punishment from God to pay for Eve's sin in the garden. Some wealthier women
used linen pads, but the vast majority of colonial women went without.

Infant hygiene was a similar story, as cloth diapers were often re-used and rarely
changed. When they were removed, the infant's bottom was dry-wiped and
generally powdered with wood dust, while the urine soaked clothes were dried by
the fire.

Hygiene

When Abner was 12 years old, the Industrial Revolution
began to take Europe and North America by storm. Countless
technological advancements were developed, including the
steam engine and the cotton mill. The efficiency of the steam
engine, along with newly-dug canals, lowered the cost of
trade goods and transportation and facilitated commerce
and travel between Abner's country and the rest of the
world. While the Industrial Revolution brought many new inventions to light and

Industrial Revolution, 1760 - 1830

Cotton Mills
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allowed the world to progress industrially, it also created negative consequences
such as massive job loss due to industrialization, pollution from factories, and
increased urban poverty.

Abner's sister, Betty, was born when Abner was 13 years old.
Sister Betty Stanford born, 1760

Throughout Abner's life, fashions were constantly evolving. Most colonial men with
the means to complete a wardrobe would wear linen shirts (often with ruffles),
breeches, and thick stockings, with a waistcoat, cravat, and long coat finishing the
look. Women in Abner's town usually wore long flowing skirts with a bodice and
petticoat, often paired with a blouse with a low neckline and a separate half-blouse
with a modest high neckline. Stays (an early form of the corset) were commonly
worn as undergarments, and bonnets, straw hats, or other head covers were often
worn outside. Wigs, however, were worn almost exclusively by men, and remained a
staple of fashion through the American Revolution and into the early 19th century.

Clothing

Abner's brother, David, was born when Abner was 14 years old.
Brother David Stanford born, 1762

Abner's brother, David, was born when Abner was 14 years old.
Brother David Stanford born, 1762

Even though many of the colonists in Abner's region had left Europe to escape
religious persecution, the mix of different religions trying to find a foothold in the
New World caused a whole new kind of tension. Puritans, Separatists, and other
groups often had extremely strict demands on those in their community, and any
non-conformists Abner knew could face some harsh penalties—from public
whippings to imprisonment. 

Eventually this tension faded as more religions started to appear in the colonies and
religious diversity became an unavoidable reality of Abner's life. Regardless of their
belief structures, the majority of Abner's closest friends and neighbors likely went to
church regularly and practiced fervently. Increasing religious fervor led to closer
communities as people became more accepting. The debate over the separation of
Church and State, however, would carry on even after the U.S. Constitution drew the
line in 1787.

Religion

Abner's sister, Lydia, was born when Abner was 16 years old.
Sister Lydia Stanford born, 1764

Abner's mother Ruth Cozzens passed away in Vermont, United States at the age of 40.
Abner was 17.

Ruth Cozzens dies, 1764

At the age of 17, Abner was one of the thousands of colonials affected by the passage
of the Stamp Act. The Stamp Act was introduced by the British Parliament to help
pay for the large standing army in the American Colonies required in the aftermath
of the French and Indian War. The Act required that most printed materials in the
American colonies be printed on stamped paper produced in London. For Abner's
community, this meant that magazines, stamps, playing cards, and other paper goods
increased in cost. Throughout the colonies there were many people who openly
opposed this act, claiming Parliament had finally gone one step too far in its
dominion over its unrepresented empire. One act of colonial resistance took place in
Abner's own region on August 14, 1765. A group of men calling themselves the Sons
of Liberty paraded through the streets of Boston with an effigy (a sculpture or model
of a person) of Andrew Oliver, the city's stamp distributor. The mob hanged and
beheaded the effigy and ransacked Oliver's home, after which he agreed to resign
from his position. The Stamp Act would play a key role in pushing the American
colonies one step closer to all-out rebellion.

Stamp Act of 1765, 1765
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By the time Abner became interested in courting, the process was very rule-oriented.
It was generally the man that made the first move and showed interest in the
woman. Boys and girls alike began to court as early as 15 or 16, and would get
married in their early to mid-20's. Unlike in England, Puritan culture dictated that,
since the Bible said little about marriage, the act needed to be a civil matter rather
than a religious one. This practice allowed marriage to be based on mutual consent
rather than political or economic negotiations, as they were in England. Since
women had such a high chance of dying in childbirth, newlyweds had only a one-in-
three chance of living together for over 10 years. While divorce was legal at the time,
it was very unlikely to be granted.

Marriage

In colonial America, diets varied widely by region. In New England, colonists ate
more traditional "American" food such as apple pies and baked turkeys. In the
middle colonies like Virginia, people tended to fry or boil their food. While the upper
classes had access to various meats and herbs, lower classes ate primarily cheap
porridge, and later, the traditional southern fried chicken. Vegetables such as onions,
cabbage, and carrots were popular among all people. Alcoholic beverages were the
most popular drinks because of unsanitary rivers and the belief that all natural
water was unhealthy.

Diet

Abner's sibling Lydia Stanford passed away at the age of 25. Abner was 19.
Lydia Stanford dies, 1766

On 24 November 1768, Abner was 21 when he married Jemima Green who was 19 at
the time. They were married in Mendon, Worcester, Massachusetts, United States.

Marries Jemima Green, 1768

Medicine of the 1700s was burdened by misguided ideas about the human body and
a lack of generalized medicinal practices. Therapies such as bleeding, purging, and
blistering were prescribed by doctors. Because of the lack of medical knowledge, as
many as 50% of women died in childbirth during the early colonial years. Infant
mortality was also very high. For instance, a common medicine during Abner's life
was Calomel, a form of mercury, used as a laxative and disinfectant.

Not only did bad medical techniques kill many Americans, but diseases such as
smallpox, malaria, tuberculosis, and pneumonia also took their toll. The combination
of diseases and lack of medical knowledge caused the life expectancy for Abner's
peers to be around 39 years old. It was so low partially because anywhere between
1/3 and 1/2 of children died before the age of 16.

Medicine

When Abner was in his 20s, a group of colonists known as the
Sons of Liberty disguised themselves as Native Americans and
destroyed an entire shipment of tea in defiance of the Tea Act,
which forbade colonists from purchasing tea from anyone except
the British East India Company. This protest angered England
and led, in part, to the American Revolution. After England had
levied taxes like the Sugar Tax and the Currency Tax, many Americans around Abner
were displeased with the English government's policies towards the colonies. Events
such as the Boston Tea Party demonstrated this simmering anger.

Boston Tea Party, 1770

In the American colonies, particularly in Massachusetts, negative feelings were
boiling over against the British Crown and its control over colonial politics.
Increased taxation (without representation) and the occupation of their city by
British soldiers angered many living in the Boston area. Finally, on March 5, 1770,
when Abner was 22, a mob of colonists who called themselves Patriots gathered at
the Customs House in Boston and began protesting. British Captain Thomas Preston
ordered his men to ready their bayonets. The mob, in response, threw snowballs and
other objects at the soldiers. When one private was hit, he shot his rifle at the crowd

The Boston Massacre, 1770

Personalize Feedback

Personalize Feedback

Personalize Feedback

Personalize Feedback

Personalize Feedback

Personalize Feedback

Personalize Feedback



and other soldiers soon joined. This incident left five colonists dead and three more
injured, fully igniting an already tense situation. A respected lawyer and patriot,
John Adams, was asked by his cousin Samuel Adams to defend the British soldiers
accused of murdering the colonists—despite both men's patriot leanings. In a tense
trial, the soldiers were found guilty of manslaughter but not murder. This surprising
resultl helped show that the people of Boston could respect the rule of law and were
not the mob that their opponents made them out to be. However, the fallout from the
Boston Massacre increased tensions and pushed the colonies further down the path
to revolution.

For Abner and his family and friends, entertainment was an important way to cope
with the hardships of job stress and family complications. During the 1700s,
entertainment for Abner varied widely on location and social class. The wealthy
enjoyed leisure activities such as billiards, literature, and backgammon, while poor
people around Abner played inexpensive card and dice games during their free time.
Since plays were popular in England, theater became prominent in America as well.
Theater united the social classes; even the poor could afford admission into the
theaters.

Entertainment

If Abner had looked towards Boston Harbor on the night of
December 16, 1773, he would have bore witness to what would
come to be remembered as the "Boston Tea Party." A political
protest, the event initiated by a group of Boston colonists known
as the Sons of Liberty, who disguised themselves as Native
Americans and destroyed an entire shipment of tea. The
vandalism was in defiance of the Tea Act, which forbade
colonists from purchasing tea from anyone except the British East India Company.
The infamous midnight raid was done with a large crowd gathered around the
harbor, many of whom were in support of the act of defiance. 

The British Parliament, angry at the destruction of what today would have been
approximately one million dollars of property, established the Coercive Acts of 1774.
The legislation established formal British military authority, providing Brits with
legal immunity as well as requiring colonists to house British troops in private
homes. These new decrees were intended to punish acts of resistance to British
authority, particularly those involved in the Boston Tea Party. The English edict
proved ineffective, however, as the colonists' anger grew deeper and inspired them
to take increasing political action. Less than one year after the Boston Tea Party, the
first Continental Congress was formed to discuss a united resistance against the
British.

Boston Tea Party, 1773

In 1774, Abner's son, Lyman, was born when Abner was 26 years old.
Son Lyman born, 1774

Abner's child Willis Stanford passed away in Chesterfield, Hampshire,
Massachusetts, United States at the age of -33. Abner was 26.

Willis Stanford dies, 1774

Up until 1775, Abner was still dependent on the Royal postal service to deliver mail
across the colonies. The onset of war, however, forced the Second Continental
Congress to discuss a new, improved way for Americans to correspond with one
another. Benjamin Franklin, the first American postmaster, promptly established
Route 1—which operated around 30 post offices from Maine to Florida, and started
overnight postal service from New York to Philadelphia. He also created a standard
shipping rate based on weight and distance. Only reputable post riders were hired,
and each had to swear to keep his mail under lock and key at all times. This new
mail system gave Abner and other colonial men and women a greater sense of
confidence that important letter would find their intended recipients, even under
difficult circumstances.

Postal Service, 1775
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When Abner was 27 years old, the American Revolution
began. Events like the Sugar Act, Stamp Act, and Boston Tea
Party all led to a solidification of anti-British sentiments
throughout the Colonies, with only an estimated 20% still
loyal to the Crown. With a large number of Patriots—those
who supported American independence from the British
crown—living in Abner 's community, the British
government declared Massachusetts to be in a state of rebellion in February, 1775.
Hearing rumors that the Massachusetts militia was gathering a large store of
military supplies in Concord, the British set out to find the cache. The Patriots,
however, were warned of the military's plan. In Paul Revere's famous midnight ride,
the Patriots in Abner's community were warned of the upcoming attack. 

The following Battles of Lexington and Concord, the Battle of Bunker Hill, and the
Siege of Boston were fought within Massachusetts, with later battles fought in other
parts of the American colonies.

The entire conflict would last for eight years and lead to horrific losses for both
sides, with an estimated 50,000 revolutionary patriots either killed or wounded in
battle. Many of the men in Abner's life, both young and old, left their homes to fight
for freedom, wearing little more than their own civilian clothes during the first years
of the war. Colonial women took over many of the responsibilities of men by serving
a more public role in the community, boycotting British goods and, in some cases,
helping tend to wounded soldiers. During these years, even the most inspired
patriots lived in fear of the consequences of defeat. But in the end, it was George
Washington and the upstart Colonists who finally won their independence.

Revolutionary War, 1775 - 1781

Housing in America changed and evolved throughout Abner's lifetime. Since settlers
came from Germany, France, Spain, and England, housing varied architecturally, but
were generally made with framed timber or rock. For Abner's friends and family,
beds were made individually with no standard size, and held mattresses stuffed with
either straw or feathers. To heat the house, a chimney that often doubled as a stove
was placed near the middle of the dwelling.

Typical houses had two rooms, though some evolved into bigger houses with two
stories and four rooms. Families generally had tables where they would sit to eat
their meals. These were all custom-made and hard to come by. Those around Abner
had to make their own furniture, or purchase it from a local craftsman.

Household

American independence was a controversial issue during Abner's
time, but Thomas Paine helped convince many citizens of the
merits of independence when his pamphlet Common Sense was
published in 1776. Common Sense spread quickly around the
colonies and was the first published document advocating
American independence from Great Britain. His writing was
clear, convincing, and easy to understand, and over 150,000
copies were sold in 1776 alone. People around Abner read and
discussed the ideas of the pamphlet, such as the flaws of
monarchy and the benefits of a republican government.

Common Sense, 1776

Thomas Paine

It's hard to say any single event during Abner's life had a greater
impact than the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
which declared the American colonies free from English rule.
Abner was 29 at the time, and for many people in his community,
the Declaration was an inspiring, powerful statement. With more
than two-thirds of Boston colonists supporting the Revolution, on
July 18, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was read for the
first time to those in Massachusetts. Many citizens around Abner gathered outside of

Declaration of Independence, 1776
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the Old State House balcony to hear the proclamation. Later that day, the lion and
unicorn, as well as other symbols of royal authority, were taken down from the roof
of the Old State House and burned by excited patriots. Still, with the Revolutionary
War raging on and America's future very uncertain, not everyone agreed that cutting
ties with England was worth the bloodshed. Abner would have heard these debates
everywhere he went during this turbulent time.

On June 14th, 1777, Congress officially adopted the stars and
stripes design for the national flag. The flag featured 13 red and
white stripes for the original colonies, as well as 13 stars
representing the states in the union. Seamstresses like Betsy Ross
worked diligently to produce as many of these new flags as
possible, and people around 29 year-old Abner saw the flag
flying above the streets of their hometown as a symbol of their
country's new-found independence and freedom.

US Flag, 1777

Betsy Ross with George
Washington

Abner's sibling Joseph Stanford passed away in New Hampshire, United States at the
age of 32. Abner was 30.

Joseph Stanford dies, 1777

Abner's father Caleb Stanford passed away in Dublin, Cheshire, New Hampshire,
United States at the age of 61. Abner was 30.

Caleb Stanford dies, 1777

Slow and expensive transportation during Abner's life plagued
early America and made it difficult for goods and people to move
from place to place. Generally only government officials,
merchants, and plantation owners took the risk involved in
travel. During this time, men and women would travel by foot
for extraordinary distances to get supplies or visit family or
friends. While some Americans had the opportunity to use
buggies, horses and walking were the main ways of
transportation.

Transportation

During Abner's time, some days were dark in the tragic sense, while
others were just literally dark. May 19, 1780, was one of those unusual
days, as Abner's friends and neighbors were shocked to look out on a
world with seemingly no sunlight. Instead of enjoying a typical spring
day, residents found themselves shrouded in a mysterious cloud of
darkness stretching for miles in all directions. The day had begun like
any cloudy day, with just a little bit of gloominess and morning fog.
However, by noon, Abner's realized something was odd since the
entire sun was covered in blackness. The dark cloud was so thick that
one New England resident remarked, "A sheet of white paper held within a few
inches of the eyes was equally invisible with the blackest velvet." Many New
Englanders were forced to use candles to find their way around during the
afternoon, and livestock and fowl were confused, causing cows and chickens to go to
sleep early, while crickets and night birds chirped loudly. People around Abner were
frightened and confused. Many fell to their knees or rushed to local churches to
confess their sins, since they thought that Biblical prophecies of the Second Coming
were suddenly upon them. Others, unsure of how to handle the stressful situation,
fled to local taverns to drink away their worries and fears. People went to bed that
night not knowing if they would ever see the sun again. Much to the relief of Abner
and his friends, however, they woke the next morning to find all had returned to
normal. For years, people would wonder what caused the mysterious darkness to
occur. Today, it's believed that smoke from nearby forest fires caused the strange
event.

Dark Day, 1780

In the years following the American Revolutionary War, John Adams encouraged
Constitution of 1780, 1780
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each colony to write their own constitution. He, and others saw this
as essential to establishing a more secure form of government. In
1777, the Massachusetts legislature drafted a new constitution, but it
was rejected by voters in 1778. Those against it argued that the
proposed constitution had not been drafted by a group separate
from the legislature, did not include individual rights, and did not
provide a separation of powers. The next year each town in the
Massachusetts Colony elected one representative to attend a
convention for the purpose of writing a new constitution, which
would require a two-thirds majority vote in order to ratify. John Adams was called
upon to draft the new constitution, which was approved through the majority vote of
Massachusetts' male citizens 21 and older. On October 25, 1780, when Abner was 33,
the Constitution took effect. This process established a more organized form of
government for those living in the area, and served as an important model for the
U.S. Constitution, which was drafted less than a decade later.

John Adams

Five years after the Declaration of Independence, the American Colonies were still
entrenched in war with Britain, and needed a stronger sense of unification to help
the revolutionary cause. Individual colonies enjoyed their sense of autonomy, and
many people in Abner's region remained skeptical of a powerful central
government. Still, desperate times required desperate measures, and in 1781—when
Abner was 33—the Articles of Confederation were introduced. The Articles were the
first form of unified government for the colonies, and they emphasized minimal
federal powers—with no ability to levy taxes, regulate commerce, or raise an army.
This system would be revisited and significantly changed with the U.S. Constitution,
but in the short term, the Articles of Confederation represented an important first
step toward a "more perfect union."

Articles of Confederation, 1781

Communication—whether it meant contacting family or keeping up with important
news—required a lot of patience during Abner's lifetime.
Some newspapers were printed in the Colonies, but with circulation limited and
much of the population still illiterate, word of mouth was still the best way of
spreading vital information. Long distance communication was especially difficult
for people that lived outside of New York, Boston, and Philadelphia, since postal
services were mainly available in and around those cities. Instead, many relied on
traveling merchants or acquaintances to hand deliver messages to other towns.
Eventually, under the supervision of Benjamin Franklin, mail between the Colonies
and England operated on a regular schedule, helping people keep in touch with
relatives in the Old World. Franklin also helped form the first subscription library as
a way to share books among the literate class. Many people in Abner's community
joined libraries by purchasing stock. These libraries made books available to Abner
and other members of the general public for the first time.

Communication

When Abner was 38, he experienced Shay's Rebellion in western Massachusetts.
After the Revolutionary War, the United States, and specifically farmers in western
Massachusetts, fell into severe economic depression lead by a lack of hard currency
and crushing debts. Harsh policies, such as seizing land and sentencing debtors to
prison, were set in place to get the state out of debt. These practices provoked
Revolutionary War veteran Daniel Shay and other angry protesters to shut down
courts to halt judicial hearings for tax and debt collection.

Shay's Rebellion, 1786

Abner's sibling David Stanford passed away at the age of 23. Abner was 38.
David Stanford dies, 1786

In the year 1787, when Abner was 39, 55 delegates from the
13 colonies convened at Independence Hall in Philadelphia
with the goal of creating a stronger constitution than the
existing Articles of Confederation. From Abner's street to
every corner of the new nation, anticipation was high, as

The Constitution, 1787

The Constitutional Convention
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well-regarded statesmen and revolutionary heroes like
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and George
Washington debated the merits and disadvantages of a strong central government
and unified states. They settled on a new system with three branches of government,
enabling checks and balances to prevent the sort of tyranny they'd experienced
under British rule. The document was signed on September 17th, 1787, although it
would be a few more months before it was ratified by the required nine states. As
word of the new U.S. Constitution spread around Abner's town, there was significant
debate about whether or not it should be ratified. Some people worried that it took
away from the rights of the individual states, while others wanted to see more
protection of individual liberties. People near Abner were bombarded with
pamphlets, newspapers, and literature like the Federalist Papers trying to convince
them to support the Constitution. Finally, in September of 1788, the Continental
Congress put the Constitution into law in 11 states (North Carolina and Rhode Island
joined two years later), and the newly elected Congress was installed in March of
1789.

The Constitutional Convention

Even though the British Crown still ruled the Colonies, the heads of various religions
controlled local governments. Lawsuits occurred frequently and many religious
colonists around Abner participated in the courts. In England, aristocrats dominated
politics whereas in the Colonies, white men of varied socioeconomic backgrounds
governed. Most free, white landowners around Abner voted, but women did not
have the right.

Politics

Abner's sibling Betty Stanford passed away at the age of 27. Abner was 40.
Betty Stanford dies, 1787

Abner was 41 when the new American Congress unanimously
selected George Washington as the first president of the United
States. The majority of the general populous already adored
Washington for leading the colonies to victory in the Revolutionary
war, and they found his humble approach towards leadership ideal
for the Presidency. With the goal of avoiding the rise of another
tyrannical monarchy, many Americans in Abner's region believed
Washington had the integrity needed to move the U.S. away from its
British roots. In the years that followed, Washington's steady hand
would set the precedent for how the United States could be fairly governed.

George Washington, 1789

In 1790, when Abner was 42, President Washington ordered the first census in the
history of the United States. Census enumerators visited the homes of people around
Abner to collect information such as the name of the head of the household and the
number of free people and slaves living at each residence.

First Census, 1790

The majority of people around Abner practiced subsistence farming due to the
geography of the colonies, though many were also involved in trades such as lumber-
jacking, smithing, and shoemaking. It was also common for many of Abner's friends
and neighbors to trade or barter with food in exchange for goods and services.
Pounds, shillings, and pence were the common currency that Abner and his
neighbors used since the colonies were still under control of the British empire.
Colonists used some paper money as well, but it was illegal for people in America to
print money, so many colonists like Abner relied on the bartering system. Taxes were
commonplace in the English colonies during Abner's lifetime. The colonies were
taxed without direct representation in Parliament, which greatly irritated those
around Abner and ultimately led to the American Revolution.

Commerce

In order to help pay for the debt burden of the Revolutionary
War, Secretary of Treasury Alexander Hamilton introduced a tax
on liquor, which was passed by Congress in 1791. Farmers across

Whiskey Rebellion, 1794

Whiskey Rebellion
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the country were furious about this tax, and felt that the rich
politicians of the east were taking advantage of poor westerners.
The tension and unrest came to a head in 1794, when a group of 400 rebels attacked
the home of a tax collector. President Washington responded swiftly and powerfully
by sending a militia of nearly 13,000 men to put down the insurrection. Washington's
actions showed people like 46 year-old Abner that the new government was strong,
and that dissension and rebellion would not be tolerated.

Whiskey Rebellion

In 1795, when Abner was 47, the people of Massachusetts
witnessed the construction of a new State House. In order to
make room for a new building in the center of Boston, the three
surrounding mountains, Pemberton, Mt. Vernon, and Beacon
Hill, were excavated, changing the original Boston landscape so
familiar to Abner and his community. Samuel Adams and Paul
Revere placed a time capsule in the cornerstone at the time it
was laid. The capsule contained a set of coins, newspapers, and documents for future
Boston residents to discover (it was finally opened in 2015).

Massachusetts State House, 1795

In 1796, Abner's daughter, Clarissa, was born when Abner was 48 years old. The
family was living in Peterborough, Hillsborough, New Hampshire, United States at
the time.

Daughter Clarissa born, 1796

During the 1700s, many European immigrants and explorers
came to the frontier settlements of New Hampshire, seeking
their own piece of the New World. The region's forests, rivers,
and mountains helped inspire an influx of farmers, trappers, and
lumberjacks, as Abner was part of a growing population in one
of America's 13 original colonies.

New Hampshire, 1796

On 26 September 1798, Abner's son, Jesse Duncan, was born when Abner was 51
years old. The family was living in Peterborough, Hillsborough, New Hampshire,
United States at the time.

Son Jesse Duncan born, 1798

Abner's future wife, Sarah Mackentire, was born 51 years after Abner. Sarah was
born in Peterborough, Hillsborough, New Hampshire, United States.

Sarah Mackentire born, 1798

On 24 November 1800, Abner was 53 when he married Sarah Mackentire who was 2
at the time. They were married in Dummerston, Windham, Vermont, United States.

Marries Sarah Mackentire, 1800

During the 1800s, many immigrants from Europe relocated to
Vermont in search of religious freedom. The Appalachian
Mountains running through the state provide Vermont with
many forests, rivers, and streams. The forests, in turn, formed
Vermont's principal industries of lumber, textile, and shoe
manufacturing. Around 300,000 Americans living in Vermont
during the 1800s; communities like Abner's consisted of lumberjacks, millers, and
shoe makers.

Vermont, 1800

On 9 May 1801, Abner's daughter, Philinda, was born when Abner was 53 years old.
The family was living in Coos, New Hampshire, United States at the time.

Daughter Philinda born, 1801

During the 1800s, many immigrants from Europe relocated to New Hampshire in
search of religious freedom and economic opportunity. The Appalachian Mountains

New Hampshire, 1801
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running through the state cover New Hampshire with many
forests, rivers, and streams, which in turn formed New
Hampshire's principal industries of lumber, textile, and shoe
manufacturing. Around 300,000 Americans living in Vermont
during the 1800s; communities like Abner's consisted mainly of
lumberjacks, millers, and shoe makers.

When Abner was in his 50s, President Thomas Jefferson bought
the Louisiana Purchase from France for $15 million and doubled
the size of the United States overnight. This massive acquisition
of land was a bargain at less than 4 cents per acre that opened
the West to the booming immigrant population and new
opportunities for all Americans to make a living. The land
included in the Louisiana Purchase forms all or part of 15
current states.

Louisiana Purchase, 1803

On 23 January 1803, Abner's son, Samuel Stearns, was born when Abner was 55
years old. The family was living in Dummerston, Windham, Vermont, United States
at the time.

Son Samuel Stearns born, 1803

On 8 June 1806, Abner's son, Willis, was born when Abner was 59 years old.
Son Willis born, 1806

When Abner was 64, the War of 1812 broke out between the
United States, Canada, and Great Britain. Britain was
attempting to regulate American trade on the open ocean,
and Canada joined the war as a British protectorate and ally.
Although nothing was technically changed by the end of the
conflict, around 15,000 of Abner's fellow countrymen were
killed in battle. However, the War of 1812 was followed by
an age of great national pride called the "Era of Good
Feelings".

War of 1812, 1812

Battle of New Orleans

On 19 March 1812, Abner's son, Wrantslow, was born when Abner was 64 years old.
The family was living in Chesterfield, Cheshire, New Hampshire, United States at the
time.

Son Wrantslow born, 1812

In late September of 1815, when Abner was 68, the Great
September Gale slammed into the New England coast. A
Category 4 storm by today's measurements, the Gale was the first
hurricane to strike the region in 180 years, and only the second
since white settlers had arrived in the region. The storm first
made landfall over Long Island before crossing into Rhode
Island and Connecticut, the two states that suffered the most
damage. The city of Providence's harbor was flooded, and the whole community saw
massive destruction. In Boston, the steeple of the Old South Church was bent by the
howling wind. The entire region saw barns, homes, and churches demolished by the
strong gusts and rain. 

The storm finally passed on September 24th, leaving 34 people dead and an untold
amount of damage in its wake. In the storm's aftermath, members of Abner's
community reported finding many buildings covered in a fine sheen of salt from the
raging ocean water, and grapes grown in the region's vineyards were said to taste of
salt.

Great September Gale, 1815

Damage from the Great

September Gale

Due to an eruption of a volcano, Mount Tambora, in Indonesia, temperatures in the
Year Without a Summer, 1816
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summer remained unusually cold across America in 1816,
and food production suffered. People in Abner's community
felt significantly cooler temperatures that summer with
occasional frosts in the traditionally warm months of May,
June, July, and August. Parts of the southern United States
had average summer temperatures around 45 degrees
fahrenheit. A dry fog that would not go away with rain hung
in the air, reddening the sky. 

The volcano had shot ash into the stratosphere, above the earthly weather patterns,
and this ash hung there for the year. Some people moved elsewhere in order to find
a more hospitable area to grow food, but were disappointed to find the extent of the
weather phenomenon. Abner's community, like many others, experienced a religious
revival as people looked to faith for an explanation of the unusual weather.
Interestingly, the conditions also spurred the creation of some of the world's most
famous horror writings, including Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein" and Lord Byron's
poem "Darkness."

Some theorize that this period
painting shows how the sky
looked during this summer

When Abner was 71, his wife Jemima Green passed away in Mendon, Worcester,
Massachusetts, United States at the age of 69. They were married for 49 years

Jemima Green dies, 1818

During the 1800s, many European immigrants came to the state
of Massachusetts in search of economic and religious freedom.
Located in the northeast region of the United States,
Massachusetts offered dense woodlands, rivers, rolling hills, and
the Atlantic Ocean to the east. These resources enticed
fishermen, lumberjacks, trappers, and ship builders, while
growing cities like Boston became industrial centers for textile
factories and saw mills. Soon, Abner was part of a budding
Massachusetts population that reached more than one million.

Massachusetts, 1818

When Abner was 71, he lived through the first major peacetime financial crisis in the
United States. After the War of 1812 and the economic bubble that followed, a deep
depression hit the United States. Since swelling crop yields in Europe caused
imported food to be cheaper than home-grown food priced at and purchased with
inflated currency, people were forced off their farms and out of their homes due to
bank failures and foreclosures. During Abner's life, prisons became overcrowded
with debtors who were locked up after failing to pay their bills.

Panic of 1819, 1819

In 1820, when Abner was 72, the Missouri Compromise was
passed by the United States Congress. By this point, slavery had
become a very divisive issue, as representatives of the North
looked to prevent pro-slavery regions from gaining statehood,
while many Southerners sought to expand the slave trade
further west. In this agreement, Missouri was granted statehood
with slavery declared legal within its borders. But as a trade-off,
Maine joined the Union as a free state, and slavery was forbidden in all other land
north of the 36°30' parallel. In the short term, the compromise was honored. But few
people on either side were pleased, as the moral objections to slavery grew louder in
the North, while some Southern farmers felt cut off from opportunities in the
Northwest.

Missouri Compromise, 1820

Abner died when he was 74 years old in Chesterfield, Cheshire, New Hampshire,
United States.

Abner dies, 1821
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